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1M THE CLAIMS : 

' Please amend the claims to read as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A portable cased; piutuXu o uia, for a stringed instrument 

apparatu.s n comprising: 

a) n s iri,i ped instrument that has a neck, mid connected to a base with a sound board 
panel, a back panel, and lateral wall portions, amprbmgr the lateral wall portions being structurally 
connected to the sound hoard and b aek nanels at joints: 

^ an instrument case n housing that has multiple housing sections i ncluding at least a 
base part and a top part connected to the base part by a mechanism that enables the opening and 
closing of the housi ng the housing h avinr* multiple interior surfaces; 

c) V) ^w<» r »rt Win~ nn interior snacc u vuid maul area that is receptive of the stringed 
instrument tube sto r ed , the housing havi ng interior surfaces fiiM ami sec o nd including instrum ,£nt 
enlacing support surfaces that engage the joints: and 

jvj th«> im^fior space including vuid suacc being puMliunal lu piu a void space that 

is positioned next to and protects the central portion of at least one of the panels of said inslmnicnt 
hv preventing any from contact with the interior surfaces of said case. 

2. (Canceled). 

3. (Canceled). 

4. (Currently Amended) The eased instrument of uiuliUi n ui.se as in claim 1 , wherein 
at least one of said interior surfaces is padded. 

5. (Canceled). 

6. (Canceled). 

7. (Canceled). 

8. (Canceled). 

9. (Currently Amended) A cased [juilabk, uui Ru -loiiiig stringed wooden instrument 

ap paratus comprising: 

a} an instrument that has a body with sound board and back panels, neck, strings, a 
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bridge and an angulated lateral portion that connects peripheral portions of the sound board 

panel and the back panel, comprising: 
bj «r) a case housing thai is comprised of a pair of shells including a lower base shell and 
an upper cover shell the shells being movable to one another between open and closed positions; 
cl b) a closure for holding the shells together in a closed position; 
jl} e) each of the shells having a protective liner; 

ei d) the liners including a first liner that includes a first layer of material in the base shell 
that engages Only the peripheral portion of the instrument back panel and spaces the center portion 
of the back panel away from the base shell and a second layer of material in the base shell that 
engages the angulated lateral portion of the instrument; 

ft e> the liners including a third layer of material that is contained in the cover shell that 
engages only the peripheral portion of the sound board when in the closed position; and 

gi f) the base shell having a recess that is shaped to receive the neck. 

10. (Currently Amended) The cased stringed instrument-ease of claim 9 wherein the 
base part and top part arc connected together with a hinge. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The cased stringed instrument case of claim 9 wherein the 
base part and top part are connected together with a closure clasp. 

1 2. (Currently Amended) The cased stringed instrument ease of claim 9 wherein the 
shells arc of a material selected from the group that comprises wood, metal and plastic. 

13. (Currently Amended) The cased stringed instrument case of claim 9 wherein third 
layer ol" material cradles at least apart of the angulated lateral portion of the instrument. 

14. (Currently Amended) The casp.d, strfrtged instrument east of claim 9 further 
comprising a plurality of clamps that hold the instrument body into contact with the first layer of 
material. 

15. (Currently Amended) The cased striagc^- instrument ease of claim 9 further 
comprising at least one rack for supporting a stringed instrument bow. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) The cased shinned instrument case of claim 9whcrei n the third 
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layer of material has a void space that is sized and shaped to receive the strings and bridge of the 
stringed instrument. 

17. (pirrrntly A™™^) A ™^ stringed in «tmmt»nt. comprising: caai fui liutuinft and 
protecting 

a) a stringed wooden instrument that has a sound board and back panels with respective 
peripheral portions, neck, strings, a bridge and an angulaled lateral portion that connects the 
respective peripheral portions of the sound board and back panels, comprising: 

bl a) a case that includes pair of shells including a lower base shell and an upper cover 
shell half that arc movable relative to each other between open and closed positioning; 

c} b) connections that hold the shells together in a closed position; 

d} e) each of the shells having a protective liner; 

cl the liners including a first liner that includes a first section of material in the base 

shell that engages only the back panel peripheral portion in the closed position and a second section 
of material in the base shell that engages at least a part of the angulated lateral portion of the 
instrument in the closed position; 

e) the liners including a third section of material that is contained in the cover shell that 
engages only the sound board panel peripheral portion in the closed position; and 

g) f) at least one of the shell liners having a first recess that is shaped to provide a void 
space tliat receives the neck and a second recess that is shaped to provide a void space that 
communicates with the instrument back over a portion of its area that is spaced from the peripheral 
portion so that the first liner contacts only the peripheral portion of the instrument back. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The cased stringed instrument case of claim 1 7 wherein the 

closure includes at least one hinge. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The cased stringed instrument case of claim 1 7 wherein the 

closure includes at least one closure clasp. 

20. (Currcn lly Amended) The cased stringed instrument ease of claim 1 7 wherein the 
shells aTO of a material selected from the group that comprises wood, metal and plastic. 
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2 1 . (Currently Amended) Thecj^stfrirrsedinstrument easeof claim 1 7 wherein third 
layer of material engages only the peripheral portion of the sound board in the closed position and 
at least a portion of the angulatcd lateral portion. 

22. (Currently Amended) The cased stringed instrument case of claim 17 further 
comprising apluralily of clamps that hold the instrument back into contact with at least a part of the 
first layer of material. 

23. (Currently Amended) The eased stringed instrument case-of claim 17 further 
comprising at least one rack for supporting a stringed instrument bow. 

24. (Currently Amended) The cased summed instrument case of claim 1 7 wherein the 
third layer of material has a void space that is sized and shaped to receive the bridge ofthe stringed 
instrument so that no substantial load is transferred between a liner and the bridge. 

25. (Currently Amended) A cascd muteitiviuiAC for a stringed instrumen t, comprising: 

hairing 

a} ™ itvtfiumMit that has a body and a neck, the body having at least one panel joined 
In a peripheral wall at a i vtripheral joint: &aid woteeti n ca.su lumpi i. ' .iiig: 

b) a) a housing that includes a base part configured to store a stringed instrument, and a 
top part configured to overlay a stringed instrument stored in said base part; 

cl b) said base part and said top part being connected by a mechanism that enables the 

opening and closing of said housing; 

d) e) said base part having a first area configured to store sjnd the body of sajd_ » stringed 
instrument, and a connected second area configured to store said the neck of said a stringed 
instrument; 

cl d) said first area having a base and a lateral wall; 

f) e) said base of said first area having a central portion and a peripheral portion; 

g) f) said peripheral portion of said base of said first area of sui d base part having soft 
means; and 
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K} g) said soft means being configured to elevate said body of said stringed instrument 
willunsaid protective case,*^ 

central portion or said base of said first area of said base part is prevented. 

26. (Currently Amended) A cased piulcUivi um, for a stringed instrument apparatus: 
a) » gtrin B «l instrument having a body and a neck, the body having a pair of spac ed 
apart panels connoted to a neu ral wall at joints said niuU.LLi»u uui compiling: 

& «r> a housing that includes a base part configured to store a stringed instrument, and a 
top part configured to overly a stringed instrument stored in said base pari; 

cl fe) said base part and said top part being connected by a mechanism that enables the 

opening and closing of said housing; 

di e) said top part having a first area configured to overly the body of the * stringed 
instrument stored in said base part, and an adjacent second area configured to overly the neck of a 
stringed instrument stored in said base part; 

cX <i) said first area of said top part having a central portion and a peripheral portion; 

ft said peripheral portion of said first area of said top part having soft means; and 

gl $ said soft means being configured to engage or closely overly the body of said stri nged 
instrument stored in said base part, rvhereby so.that contact of said stringed insirumcnl with said 
central portion of said first area of said top part is prevented. 
27-38 (Canceled) 

39. (Currently Amended) A cise fui h o ming aud pitting a cased stringed musical 
instrument a pparatus, comprising; of the kind 

a} w sirin ped instrument that has a sound board with a central portion and a peripheral 
portion, a back with a central portion and a peripheral portion, a neck, strings, a bridge, and a lateral 
curved wall that connects the sound board and the back, idid uuii. uunipiiAinp ; 

b) a) ahovising that is comprised of a pair of shells of rigid material including a lower base 
shell half and an upper cover shell half; 


6 


PAGE 611 1 ' RCVD AT 7/2012004 5:29:37 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/0 ' DNIS:7468000 • CSID:5048352070 ' DURATION (mm-ss):06-C4 


JUL-20-2004 TUE 04:35 PM GARVEY SMITH ET AL FAX NO. 5048352070 P. 


Appl. No. 09/973,675 

Reply dated July 20, 2004 

Response to Office Action dated January 20, 2004 

ci b) a plurality of links for holding the shells together, allowing for the opening and 

closing of said housing; 

rfl c) said lower base shell half having a recess allowing for the storage of a stringed 

instrument; 

el d) said recess having a lateral wall, and a base with a central portion and a peripheral 
portion; 

0 c) said recess being configured so that the sound board and the bridge of a stored 
stringed instrument will face said upper cover shell half when said housing is closed; 

gl $ a protective liner that lines parts or all of the peripheral portion or said base of said 

recess o f said base shell half; and 

hi g> said protective liner being designed to engage all or portions of the peripheral portion 
of the back a stringed instrument, thereby spacing the central portion of said instrument b;;ck away 
from the central portion of said base of said recess. 
40-55 (Canceled) 
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